SIR   THOMAS   WYATT

might work dangerously against Henry's interests. Wyatt
was ultimately the victim of chicanery, an agreement being
made while he was on his way back to consult Henry.

Before this happened, at a time when affairs were most
critical at Nice, Bonner and Haynes arrived to strengthen
the English ambassade. Wyatt was in a state of nervous
tension:

" Such hammers work within my hed
That sound nought els unto my ens. . . ."

" I trotted continually," he writes in his Defence, " ap and
downe that hell, throughe heate and stinke, from Councel-
loure to Embassator, from on frende to an other." Bonner's
prying and coarseness got on his nerves. Wyatt was resent-
ful that such a man had been sent out, for Bonner's behaviour
can have done no credit to English manners. Wyatt was as
courteous as he was able, gave his guests the best apart-
ments in the galley in which he was living, paid for nearly
everything. But he preserved an ironical aloofness.
Bonner remembered.
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I cannot commend Mr. Wyat," he writes in his
quaint, priggish way, " that at the departing of Mr.
Haynes and me he would so strangely do, neither to
bring us forth of the town, nor yet to lend us of his
horses, which to harlots (meaning low roistering fellows)
he refuseth not to lend. . . . And he, regarding neither
the King's honour or his honesty or ours, suffered us to
ride on such spittal jades as I have not seen."
There is much more in this vein of petty reprimand.
Wyatt, after demolishing the main charges, takes up the
trivial ones, turns them brilliantly against his accusers. " I
know no man that did you dishonour, but your unmannerly
behaviour, that made ye a laughing-stock to all men that
came into your company, and me sometimes to sweat for
shame to see you." To Bonner's accusation of immorality
with the nuns at Barcelona Wyatt replies simply, " I graunt
I do not professe chastite: but yet I use not abomination."
Then comes the invective. The passage shows Wyatt's flair
for the dramatic, his relish of a Boccaccian situation. One
can see him engineering the scene he afterwards described